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| NTS'E BA HNIYAES?
WHAT ARE YOU TALKING ABOUT?

e Bede Nt'aennen? Who is this?
A 90-second Interview: Andrea James

« Xanexc'udghi'i'aen: Watch Carefully!

e Nahwnilkuun': It is getting warmer.
Climate Corner with Kendra

« Kahwghilaa: (S)he dug out the place.
Mining in the Mat-Su

¢« Hnats'et'aen: We are playing.

o Slaaghe dela dezenda? Can you help?
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BEDE NT'AENEN? WHO IS THIS? (a 90-second interview)

1.What's your name? 6.Most routine part of your job?

Andrea James ugheri dzaen! Just in genero| in fisheries and marine bio\ogy, probcb\y data

2.What's your job? management.

Project Coordinator for Harmful Algae Bloom:s 7. Weirdest/Wildest fhing_you witnessed while
3.Favorite place you've been in Alaska? workingz

Halibut Cove in Kachemak Bay. Sharks. Barracuda. Those were pretty wild. I've been really
4 How |ong have vou been Workingiiyour close to sharks like nurse sharks. I'm pretty sure | was near to
position/field? a 6-8' long hammerhead in the Florida Keys.

I've been working in this field for probob\\/ 10 years. 8Favorite Alaska animal?

| reoHy like otters.

9.Seasonal Question: |ditarod OR Iron Dogz

| don't even know what the Iron Dog is. I've only been here a

5.What's some’rhing_you wish the general public knew

about your job?
| think that the biggest thing is that when | tell people that I'm . A
a Marine Biologist, they think that | know what every single Yo" | don't know yet. (So default: Iditarod.)

fish is in the sea. Marine bio\og\/ doesn't mean you know

every fish in the sea. That Wwas

my fish! e

I'm always looking to interview N 2
_ W (W g

other people who work with W s
hazardous chemicals or in an & X R o =

. - Sot s c
environmental position. If you /- " o3l 3
know someone who should be ,Ag/g f‘ 3
e e

featured, please let me know! I 2
rechiolero@chickaloon-nsn.gov - &
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XANEXC'UDGHI'IL'AEN: WATCH CAREFULLY!

It's the second thing a Tribal Response Program is supposed to accomplish:
ELEMENT 2:
Oversig/’vf and enforcement authorities, or other mechanisms and resources.

W hat does this mean?
This means that the Tribal Response Program Coordinator is making sure that

cleanup actions will protect human health and the environment, and that
c\ecmups are comp\e’red in accordance with federal and (Alaska) state law.

So TRP Coordinators have enforcement authority?

Actually, no. In Alaska, the Department of Environmental Conservation
(DEC) has legal oversight and enforcement authorities under this element.
However, there is still work TRP Coordinators can dol

Like what? " . & g
TRP Coordinators can research the DEC's Contaminated Sites Database and ; & ) N < 7

see which sites in our area have Institutional Controls. We can then go out and make sure that these sites have signs that

Photo Credii:ﬂbarcy La\‘/vréy, Pexels.com

are still upright, visible, and give appropriate warnings. There might also be fencing or other barriers to the site that need to
be in gooo| condition to keep humans and animals out of there. We can track and comment on environmental issues, such
as rep\\/ing to letters from the Army Corps of Engmeers or the EPA, and po’renﬁc”y request a meeting for Tribal
Consultation on the issue. We can go watch a cleanup that's taking place to make sure it's being done properly. We can
monitor our area for potential spills. There's so much we can still do!

Have a look: ADEC Contaminated Sites Database - ths://deco\oskqgov/cpphcoﬁons/spcr/pubhcmvc/csp/seorch
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ITIS GETTING WARMER
CLIMATE CORNER WITH KENDRA

THIS ISSUE:
COMMUNITY CLIMATE FAIR

Has anyone ever asked you about your experiences around
the chcmgmg climate, your observations of the \Qndscope,
your thoughts for the future? That's what we asked peop\e
to share with us at the Community Climate Fair held on

February 18th. At least 58 people from throughout the Mat-

Su and Anchorage came to the event to provide comments
on Food, Energ\/, Forests & Plants, Weather, and other
topics. Several organizations were on hand for people to
engage in conversation, mc|uo|mg: Chickaloon Native \/iHoge

Tribal Historic Preservation Office, ANTHC's Local

Environmental Observer network, Matanuska Experimen’r

Farm and Extension Center, Natural Resource Conservation
Service SNO-TEL (snow measurements), DEC state
veterinarian, the state Division of Public Health, Renewable
Energ\/ Alaska Project, Solarize AK, Matanuska Electric
Association, Alaska Youth for Environmental Action, and the
Alaska Center.

Christensen, Micah Hahn, Erin Larson, and Jessica
Winnestaffer for planning the event. Another huge tsin'aen
siigu fo Rain Wade and Fran Secger—Boss for hcving a table
at the event to share Chickaloon Native \/iHoge culture, and
to Jessica Winnestaffer, Laura Pevan, Stephanie Freeman,

and Kaylan Wade for all their help during the event.

Would you like to have your experiences and observations
heard? We would be hoppy to talk to you b\/ phone (907-
761-3913) or email (klzamzow @chickaloon-nsn.gov), or you
can provide information through a short on-line survey at:
https://tinyurl.com/MatSuClimate

KAHWGHILAA: (S)HE

DUG OUT THE PLACE
MINING IN THE MAT-SU

Although non-Native fur trappers began coming to the
Matanuska and Susitna Valleys in the 1800's, the coal
mines constructed here during WW!| are really what
brought so many cetsiy tnaey to this region. Mining
continues all around us to the present day.

Are you curious what peop\e are \ooking for? There is a
website with a ncvigcbe map where you can look to see
what peop\e are mining:

https://thediggings.com/usa/alaska/matanuska-susitna-
akl70

This site takes information from the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) and puts it info an ecsy—+o—re0d
format. For exomp\e: do you know what the top five
commodities* are in our area? You can find it on that site,
but Il go ahead and tell you:

].Go?d (733)  [Ahtna: gol?]

2.Copper (332) [Ahtna: tsedi’]

i- Ei‘vedr (]%785) (These numbers are how many
Lead ( ) prospects, occurences, and

5.7inc (97) ﬁ producers are in the MSB.)

You might be Wondering why | am so interested in
an

mines: mine-scarred | s are considered to be
brownfields!

*commodify - the intended mineral to be collected from the mine

Mine By Di ition

In .\Iamnuska-Susitna",g

"4

testing indicated
that there is
enough mineral

e > /]
A huge tsin‘aen siigu to Colleen Fisk, Marlowe Scu“y, Rachel

to attempt
. |Producers
commercial
extraction
enough mineral
can be found
that extraction
Occurrences

could be
economic; more
testing

the mineral can be
found on the claim
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Honor the Elders,

Honor all with whom we share the Earth:
Four-leggeds,

Two-leggeds,

Here's the Winged ones,

Swimmers,

solution to cqulers

the puzzle Plant and Rock People.
Walk in balance and beauty.

from the -Anonymous Native American Elder
Summer 2022 ;sin‘cten Nek'eltaeni

ond

NeWSletter: Richard Chiolero 2022

Ahtna words taken from the "Ahtna Noun Dictionary, 2nd Ed." (Smelcer, 2011): *p.103; 2p.141, *p.105, *p.124




H NATSI ETIAE N: WE ARE PLAYI NG Created with TheTeachersCorner.net Word Search Maker
Winter 2022/23

In this puzzle, words and phrases might be forward, backwards, up, down, or diagonal. Once you have
found all the words, can you find the hidden message? It is made with all the unused letters. Work from top
to bottom, let to right. The first phrase is "the little robin".
Word Find List:

Andrea James
Climate Change
Commaodity
Element Two
Fresh Snow
Gol

Iditarod
K'etneldzaes
Kahwghilaa
Lead
Nahwnilkuun’
Occurence
Producer
Prospect
Silver

Tsedi

Tsiitt

Zinc
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@ @brownfieldbear

SLAAGHE DELA DEZENDA?
CAN YOU HELP?

Curious about the Tribal Response Program? Wanna talk about
brownfields or have me do a presen’ro’rion? Got an idea for an

article you'o| like to see? I'd love to hear from youl

Richard Chiolero
CVTC Tribal Response Program Coordinator
phone: 907.761.3908

email: rechio|ero@chicko|oon—nsn.gov

k‘etneldaest4 3 fll Moon website: h’r’rps://www.chickobon—nsn.gov/’rribo|—response—progrom/




